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Reflective Practitioners: Environmental Educators
Share Their Professional Development Needs for
the Next Five Years

What do environmental educators most need to learn to advance their own
performance, as well as the field’s credibility? Dr. Lynette Fleming thinks she knows.
More than 400 environmental educators from across the United States contributed to
her 2009 Environmental Education Professional Development Needs and Priorities
Study, an assessment that Fleming says gives the field “an opportunity to reshape
professional development to respond to current needs.”

According to Fleming, who started conducting teacher workshops in the early 1970s,
“The typical approach to professional development has been mostly someone saying,
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‘This is what you need.’ The dialogue about what is really needed and how to provide it
is often missing.”

The study, funded by the Environmental
Education and Training Partnership (EETAP),
offers plenty of fodder for that dialogue,
identifying specific priorities and laying out
an ambitious slate of recommendations for
responding to them.

Fleming, whose decades of experience with
evaluation, program development, and
training uniquely qualified her to spearhead
the study, said, "It was heartening to see
that a lot of things we've said are important
for 30 years are at the top of the priority list. But as we continue to analyze the data,
it's clear that much more needs to be done to compile what we know as a field and
make that knowledge more broadly accessible.”

To read the complete article visit:
http://www.eetap.org/pages/dynamic/web.page.php?page id=128&topology id=16&eo
d=1

Invitation to Participate
Final Review Draft - Early Childhood Environmental
Education - Guidelines for Excellence

The North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) has embarked on
an exciting venture and we would like to ask for your assistance. NAAEE is developing a
fifth set of guidelines as part of the National Project for Excellence in Environmental
Education (www.naaee.org/npeee). These guidelines will focus on the development and
implementation of early childhood environmental education programs. When fully
developed, the guidelines will include an introduction, a set of key characteristics for
quality early childhood environmental education program development and
implementation, examples, references, and a glossary of terms.

This draft is being submitted to the environmental education and early childhood


http://www.eetap.org/pages/dynamic/web.page.php?page_id=128&topology_id=16&eod=1
http://www.eetap.org/pages/dynamic/web.page.php?page_id=128&topology_id=16&eod=1
http://www.naaee.org/programs-and-initiatives/
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education communities for review and comment. The process has been iterative. The
writing process has taken approximately two years. We invite you to review this third
and final draft and provide comments that will be used in the revision process. We
expect to publish later this year.

If you would like to participate in the development of these Guidelines, please:

¢ Review the draft at: www.naaee.org/programs-and-

initiatives/quidelines-for-excellence/early-childhood

¢ Complete the response form at the end of the draft; and
Email your comments to borasimmons@gmail.com by April 15, 2010.

[ ]
OR
Feel free to comment directly on the draft. Please send your comments by post or
email to:

Bora Simmons

2635 Lincoln Street

Eugene, OR 97405

borasimmons@gmail.com

Thank you in advance for your work. Your participation is essential to the process. Feel
free to let others know about the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions
about the guidelines or the process, please do not hesitate to contact us directly.

Bora Simmons, Director
National Project for Excellence in Environmental Education
borasimmons@gmail.com

Ed McCrea, Project Writer
emccrea@eecg.org

Bora Simmons
National Project for Excellence in Environmental Education
Eugene, OR

borasimmons@gmail.com



http://www.naaee.org/programs-and-initiatives/guidelines-for-excellence/early-childhood
http://www.naaee.org/programs-and-initiatives/guidelines-for-excellence/early-childhood
mailto:borasimmons@gmail.com
mailto:borasimmons@gmail.com
mailto:borasimmons@gmail.com
mailto:emccrea@eecg.org
mailto:borasimmons@gmail.com
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Leadership Clinics Revolutionize Environmental Education
Conference Design

Did you feel rejuvenated after the last conference you attended? Full of ideas, commitments, and
practical ways of accomplishing them? Enriched by new and deepened relationships that you
will draw on far into the future?

. No? Then that event probably was
not a leadership clinic.

Whether held on the local, state,
regional, or national level,
leadership clinics offer an
incredibly successful approach to
building capacity to develop
comprehensive environmental
education programs. Founded on a
philosophy that conferences and
meetings can be designed to fully
meet the needs of the people who
. take part in them, these clinics
cultivate leadership and provide support for follow up to ensure that plans translate into action.

Click on the link below to learn about the cornerstones of the leadership clinic model and what
sets these gatherings apart.

http://www.eetap.org/pages/dynamic/web.page.php?page id=70&topology id=18&eod=1

Leadership Clinic Manual Now Available Online

The Leadership Clinic Manual is a sourcebook of information and ideas for designing
shared learning events for teams using the "Leadership Clinic" approach. The manual's
purpose, in coordination with the Leadership Clinic Design Workshop, is to provide you
with the processes and tools to design your own participant-driven clinic, conference,
workshop or meeting.

http://www.eetap.org/pages/dynamic/web.page.php?page id=25&topology id=31&eod=1



http://www.eetap.org/pages/dynamic/web.page.php?page_id=70&topology_id=18&eod=1
http://www.eetap.org/pages/dynamic/web.page.php?page_id=25&topology_id=31&eod=1
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Growing Up WILD- 2" edition now available

The 2" edition of Growing Up WILD, the Council for Environmental Education’s (CEE)
new early childhood program for connecting children to nature, is now available!

Growing Up WILDis CEE’s new and much anticipated early childhood activity guide and
training program for building school readiness skills through nature exploration. Since
the program’s launch last summer, Growing Up WILD has already been recommended
by the National Science Teachers Association, won the 2009 Family Choice Award, and
has distributed more than 10,000 copies. Furthermore, it is proving to be a valuable
resource for helping nature and conservation related organizations, childcare centers,
schools and Head Start centers meet their educational goals.

Designed for educators of children ages 3-7, Growing Up WILD builds on children’s
sense of wonder about nature through outdoor exploration. The guide’s 27 field-tested

activities provide an early foundation for developing positive impressions about nature
and lifelong social and academic skills.

Through the generous support of EETAP, Project WILD State Coordinators have been
able to apply for small grants to help launch Growing Up WILD in their respective
communities.

For more information about Growing Up WILD, visit
www. projectwild.org/GrowingUpWILD.htm



http://www.projectwild.org/GrowingUpWILD.htm
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Register for National Environmental Education Week
April 11-17,

2010

National Public Lands Day site managers, "friends of" groups and volunteers are invited to participate in
National Environmental Education Week (EE Week). EE Week is the nation's largest environmental
education event held April 11-17, 2010, inspiring environmental learning and stewardship among K-12
students. EE Week connects educators with environmental resources to promote K-12 students'
understanding of the environment.

Our nation's water and energy resources are increasingly
important topics of discussion not just in the news, but in
classrooms and homes as well. Through EE Week's 2010
theme, Be Water and Energy Wise, students will recognize the
importance of conserving both water and energy to protect the
planet and reduce costs - and acknowledge the connection
between water and energy.

When you register for EE Week, you will join a national network
of educators dedicated to increasing the environmental literacy
of K-12 students. You will also receive certificates of :
participation, free online resources, information on professional — -
development and funding opportunities, and access to discounts on educational materials from Acorn
Naturalists, Kilowatt Ours and Nature-Watch just for EE Week participants.

Register today at www.eeweek.org/register.

Endangered Species Day Art Contest



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103163702795&s=27288&e=001K0YrxPoAiY5Joc-ducLh2N3Kk3gSQ2mWDHm1ZKyrCpFr0fBKlbcn8lREU_9bwxGqyOKiD5rUZwootpfegfCQRE063VQ93EPKM9cb1bShjRArFBlUazH_sg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103163702795&s=27288&e=001K0YrxPoAiY4p7zV3diqD-1nKamV5yYsUgKQ1k13yuuKOIayL5DFb4pni434Bn0NtQnOPk5hmwcW83vEBEaOUzHs3dVBtuFX4ecAP1o2YbL5Da9sp1IHPmg2mByXFFFmCa49S0klHYdg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103163702795&s=27288&e=001K0YrxPoAiY7Mj0LNx5lbcd7eUXMq-YV3dAHy4CfuJ3LZIb3pQiZEmXdkzlUl96KX5fFWy3y9AOWW0yl7WVsJX5S-t0K6nDN9Us7NK4BYgmSH6AY-HMIHL7BDy7RZcQBH
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The nationwide Endangered Species Day Art contest provides students with an
opportunity to learn about endangered species and express their knowledge and
support through artwork. The contest is organized by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Endangered Species Coalition, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and
the Ogden Museum of Southern Art/ University of New Orleans.

Endangered Species Day is a celebration of our nation’s wildlife and wild places. Started
in 2006 by the United States Congress, Endangered Species Day is an opportunity to
learn about endangered species. The art contest is an integral part of the fifth annual
national Endangered Species Day, May 21, 2010. The contest’s winner will be honored
with their name engraved on a special trophy designed by a gifted young artist,
Meredith Graf of New Orleans, LA and will also be recognized at a reception in
Washington, D.C. in May, 2010. More additional information visit:

http:/ /stopextinction.org/esd/194-esd-art.html

CONFERENCES OF INTEREST

REGISTER NOW FOR EECOM'’S 2010 CONFERENCE
May 19-22 at Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada

DIVERSITY, SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENT: EXPLORING CULTURAL AND
PRACTICAL DIVERSITY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING

Diversity in sustainability and environmental learning is compounded when one considers the
various cultures, practices and research traditions that inform the field. This complexity
accounts for a range of forms for learning whether it occurs in formal, informal or non-formal
contexts. Cultural diversity is often talked about in educational circles, and it is assumed that
great benefits are to be gained by educators through careful attention to the range of
perspectives that the world has to offer. In terms of curriculum content, pedagogy, and
practice, there is a good deal of evidence that, in order to be more responsive to the needs of
diverse populations, program developments around the world are beginning to reflect the
variation in our society.

In summary, what we are planning for the EECOM 2010 conference is a focus on the diversity
present within the field of environmental learning, both culturally and practically. We therefore
encourage high quality, collaborative proposals which celebrate diversity in perspectives,
methods and/or cultural contexts for the 2010 conference.

Click here for more information about the conference.



http://stopextinction.org/esd/194-esd-art.html
http://www.educ.sfu.ca/eecom2010/index.html
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NAAEE's 39th Annual Conference
September 29 - October 2, 2010

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
7 (i ./)..'fip’?

Building Cornections—Brids

Buffalo-Niagara, New York

Click here for more information about the conference

ASCD CONFERENCE

Submit a Proposal for ASCD's Annual Conference 2011
Don't miss your chance to present for ASCD next March! Almost 10,000 educators attended
ASCD Annual

this year's annual conference, so join us in San Francisco for the 66th
Conference and Exhibit Show from March 26 to 28, 2011. Proposals for sessions are due by
May 1. You may submit two proposals for consideration under the conference theme "Bold
proposal.

Actions for Complex Challenges.” Click on the link below to submit a

A Submit a proposal



http://www.naaee.org/conference
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/vhhgmEbbibqKmfCicOduCicNKoaQ
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